
    
Superintendent’s Student Cadre Meeting Minutes 

January 9, 2019 – 2:05-3:05 pm - Teachers’ Lounge – Building 100 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions:  Students introduced themselves to the group. 
 
II. Check in:  What can you do to show empathy at CSHS?  Dr. Burdick attended a conference on 
bullying and the presenter also talked about empathy and kindness.  Empathy has been talked about in 
previous Student Cadre Meetings also.  How can students spread empathy and kindness?  One member 
suggested that maybe a group of students could share their stories to other students.  Some of this is being 
discussed in Breakthrough Leadership Team (BLT) but maybe BLT should present to the other students.  
But, do we need to worry about students being bullied more if they share their stories?  Comments and 
ideas from the group: 
• If someone wants to share their story to other students then they would have to know that someone 

could end up hurting them.   
• Maybe seniors could be the ones to share their stories. 
• Dr. Burdick asked if students are seeing empathy from other students.   
• Yes, there are students that care but kids can be unresponsive to someone presenting so it would have 

to be an activity that has a hidden message.   
• Dr. Burdick suggested that BLT could be the group that presented an activity. 
• It is hard to teach empathy to high school kids.  This should maybe be done at home.  Or possibly 

through community service. 
• Dr. Burdick stated that she would continue to look for some ideas. 
 
III. Bathrooms – how can we curb vandalism?  How can you help?  Dr. Burdick talked about why one 
of the boy’s bathrooms was closed in November.  It was closed due to vandalism.  Someone ripped the 
mirror off the wall, the urinal was ripped away from the wall, and the stall doors were ripped off of their 
hinges.  Yesterday, one of the girl’s bathrooms was closed due to graffiti all over the walls.  We need to 
figure out how to get students to stop vandalizing the bathrooms.  Comments and ideas from the group: 
• One student asked how long school is open before school starts.  UPDATE:  School is officially 

opened at 7:00 for students unless they are on campus for Clubs or Zero Hour classes. 
• Could we use a recording device so that we could hear if something is being vandalized? 
• It is hard to change students that vandalize.  They know it is wrong but keep doing it.   
• We need to catch them in the act and change their behavior. 
• Dr. Burdick stated that some suspended students are on campus in a specific class during their in-

school suspension.  There is a curriculum for this class which includes trying to change their behavior. 
• Dr. Burdick also read an article regarding some schools having open door bathrooms.  They are 

designed so that you can’t see in but they are open so you can hear if there is any vandalism going on. 
• One student asked how this would affect lockdowns. 
• Dr. Burdick stated that this would eliminate being able to hide in the bathroom during a lockdown. 
• Maybe we could use a recording device in the bathrooms that are vandalized the most. 
• Dr. Burdick stated that if a student is caught vandalizing the bathroom, they have typically not been 

arrested but have to pay for the cost of repairs to the bathroom. 
• One student asked how the motion sensors are doing in the bathrooms to detect vaping.   



• Dr. Burdick stated that they have detected motion but haven’t found anyone vaping with the motion.   
• Maybe these sensors could detect the motion of vandalizing? 
• Not sure why students would even want to vandalize the bathrooms. 
• It was suggested to let all of the students know each time a bathroom is vandalized and how much it 

costs to make the repairs. 
 
IV. Follow up: 

• Justa Center – socks were delivered and they were very thankful for them. 
• Juuling – Dr. Burdick talked to the group about Senator Heather Carter and that she is introducing 

a Senate Bill (SB 1009) regarding increasing penalties for people who supply students/minors with 
vaping materials.  Vaping devices were not originally intended to be sold to minors.  They were 
introduced so it could help adults stop smoking cigarettes.  We are on track of doubling the number 
of students caught Juuling this year over last year.  There has been a 76% increase from last year 
in Juuling and a 70% increase from last year in smoking cigarettes.  One Juul pod contains the 
same amount of nicotine of 20 cigarettes.  They are considered more addictive than drugs.  This is 
not just a problem at CSHS but a problem all over the country.  Students can use the 
Anonymous.com App to report other students.  As long as we have a reasonable suspicion, we 
can check backpacks and cars.  Some of the students that are caught say they can’t go more than 
2 periods without needing to vape because it is so addictive.  Sometimes parents don’t even know 
their child is vaping. 

• CTED – Dr. Burdick stated that a survey went out to sophomores regarding what type of CTED 
class or classes they might be interested in taking. If we get at least 15 students to sign up for a 
particular class, we can have the class at DAMS.  We are trying to get the word out.  What type of 
incentives could we use to get students to sign up?  Comments and ideas from the group. 

o Was interested in a medical program but can’t fit the class into an already full schedule. 
o Most of the available classes don’t help with the student’s specific career path. 
o Students don’t know about the minimum of 15 needed to sign up to have the class at 

DAMS.  Maybe need to mention to students during Advisory Period. 
o Students don’t want to drive to Mesa. 
o Dr. Burdick stated that CCUSD will be transporting the students to the CTED location and 

that students could use the travel time for studying or reading.  Depending on the number 
of students, it could be a van or a bus used for transporting.  There is an Aviation Program 
at Williams Field and if a student signed up for that, CCUSD would still transport. 

o One student asked if they could complete an Honors class online over the summer to make 
room in schedule for CTED class during the school year.  Dr. Burdick will check. 

o Students know that EVIT is for juniors and seniors only but do we start letting students 
know in middle school?  Dr. Burdick answered that yes, we have started getting the word 
out in 8th grade and have also presented this information to parents. 

o Could sophomores take the classes?  If students are in the IB or AP program, this would 
allow students to take CTED classes during their sophomore year when their schedule 
allows for it. 

• Homework – Dr. Burdick let the group know that some parents are concerned about the amount of 
homework given by teachers.  CCUSD has a regulation (IKB-R) that gives information on amount 
of homework that could be possible for all grade levels.  The assignments are given according to 
grade level.  For grades 9-12, students may spend up to 3 hours per night on homework per the 
Regulation.  Dr. Burdick asked the group about how much time they spend on homework on an 
average, per night: 

o 2-3 hours = 5 (4 of these students are in IB or Honors & AP) 
o 1-1 ½ hours = 1 
o 2-2 ½ hours = 1 (as a Junior – as a Senior it went down to 1-1/2 hours) 
o 3 ½ hours = 1 (half of classes are Honors) 
o 3 hours = 2 (one student is an IB Student) 

Dr. Burdick asked the group how much time they have during class to work on homework: 
o Math – 20 minutes, Finance – 10 minutes. 
o Depends if there is time left over when teacher is done with a lesson. 



o No time most days.  Sometimes there is time in Math. 
o No time most days.  Sometimes 20 minutes in Math. 
o It varies.  Sometimes there is time in Math = 5 
o No time given. 

Dr. Burdick gave the group a question to ask their parents and to give her the feedback at the next 
Student Cadre Meeting.  Question: 

Per our Regulation, Grades 6-8 may have up to 2 hours of homework per night and Grades 
9-12 is 3 hours of Homework per night.  Do parents think this is too much?  Not enough?  
Or right on target? 

 
V. We are listening to you…Topics submitted: 

o Prevention of Bullying  
o With advancement of technology silence about issues becomes more and more common. 
o Keeping vapes out 
o Juuling in the classroom 
o Fights/miscommunication  
o Lunch – not enough seats for freshmen 
o How to be healthier 
o Students looking at pornography on their cell phones during class 
o Teachers having a difficult time controlling their classrooms 
o Lessen the weight in backpacks 

 
VI. Good of the Order 

 
Upcoming Meeting Dates 

September 12, 2018*October 10, 2018*November 14, 2018 
November 14, 2017 – JOINT MEETING  

January 9, 2019*February 13, 2019*March 13, 2019 
March 20, 2019 – JOINT MEETING – New Date! 

April 10, 2019 
Get social with CCUSD 

 

 
Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Arizona Musicfest:  www.azmusicfest.org/getinvolved/volunteer 
Valley of the Sun United Way:  www.vsuw.org 
Desert Foothills YMCA: 
Foothills Caring Corps.:  http://foothillscaringcorps.com 
Carefree*Cave Creek Chamber of Commerce:  director@carefreecavecreek.org   - (email for 
opportunities) 
A Peek at the Peak (The Peak) online magazine:  lesconklin@gppaaz.org   (email for opportunities) 
Hoof and Paw Rescue:  www.hoofandpawrescue.com    
Relay for Life:  RelayForLife.org/CaveCreekAZ  
HandsOn Greater Phoenix:  handsonphoenix.org 
Tempe Municipal Volunteer Program:  tempe.gov/volunteer 
Arizona Humane Society:  azhumane.org/volunteer 
St. Vincent de Paul:  stvincentdepaul.net/volunteer 
Valley of the Sun United Way: vsuw.org/volunteer 
United Food Bank:  unitedfoodbank.org/get-involved/volunteer 
Keep America Beautiful:  kazb.org/events or www.kpbvolunteers.org 
Child Crisis Arizona:  childcrisisaz.org/how-to-help/volunteer 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCztKhD6SeXLhU1vAHhSr9ZQ


ICAN:  icanaz.org/volunteer 
St. Mary's Food Bank:  volunteer.firstfoodbank.org 
Families Giving Back:  familiesgivingback.org 
Arizona Helping Hands, Inc.:  azhelpinghands.org/volunteer  
Kiwanis Marketplace:  gm@kiwaniscarefree.com   (The Marketplace is looking for volunteers Tuesday 
through Saturday 8:30am to 3pm.  Email above for further information). 
Cave Creek Museum:  https://cavecreekmuseum.org/volunteer-with-the-cave-creek-museum/  
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